























TREE PRINTS & COASTERS

In the wake of the devastating derecho we were fortunate to work
with community creatives to make coasters and prints, which not
only provided beautiful memorabilia to soothe our aching hearts,
but also raised money for the Nature Center in a critical time.

The coaster project was born from a conversation between ICNC's
John Myers, NewBoCo's Eric Engelmann and Brucemore’s David
Janssen. The local nonprofit leaders were looking for ways to
benefit nonprofits following the derecho, and having just done a
“tree cookie” project with NewBoCo for our Indian Creek Exhibit
donor wall, the idea floated to turn “tree cookies” into coasters. In
a matter of days, samples were made, a website was put up, and
marketing launched. We expanded the project to include other
Cedar Rapids nonprofits, who were able to jump on board and get
a cut of the proceeds.

VOLUNTEERS

The gift of time is precious, and in 2020 we were blessed with

an abundance of volunteers despite the limitations of physical
distancing due to the pandemic. In 2020 we had 287 volunteers

and 2,852 hours donated to ICNC. This included many new
volunteers due to the derecho, which brought daily crews to

clear and remove debris from our three sites. In addition, our

The response was incredible — people wanted to have a piece
of history. Orders came in from all over the United States, as
supporters of the Cedar Rapids
community from all around
the nation chipped in. As
of March 2021, we've cut
more than 12,000 blank
“tree cookies” for the
coaster project. The
response was so
overwhelming, in

fact, that sales had to
be cut off. The total
dollar amount is still
being determined, as we
are still completing orders
coming into April 2021.

e eoocec”®

e eeec®

We are proud to come together with
other local nonprofits for a shared fundraiser, the likes of which
hadn't been achieved to this level prior to this project. This was a
unique and wildly successful initiative, and we are overjoyed by
the broad support of our nationwide community.

The tree print project was launched by local artists and neighbors
to the Nature Center, Jamie and Kyle Morrissey, who began
making prints in the immediate aftermath of the derecho as a
way to preserve the stories of fallen trees throughout the city. Like
many in Cedar Rapids, the Morrisseys were heartbroken by the
devastation of the derecho. But instead of despair, they looked for
beauty in the rubble.

“Every tree has a story,” Jamie Morrissey said. “We saw the beauty
of these trees and couldn't just let them go to the grinder. We
want to give them a little life after theyre gone. We wanted to find
a way to make something beautiful from this tragedy.”

In addition to the many prints the Morrisseys created for individuals,
they also partnered with us to create prints from three trees — a
maple, an oak and a walnut — from our property.” We were able
to sell 548 poster-sized prints and 358 notecard sets, totaling
$17,580 raised for ongoing land recovery and restoration efforts.

Friends group shared many hours of their time and talent with
us to put on their two annual events: the Spring Plant & Art Sale
and Nature’s Noel. Seeing friends new and old on our site as
much as we did this year was heartwarming and made a huge
difference in the work we do.
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This is an aerial view of Founders’ Grove / Amazing Space after the S~ I nd ilan creek
derecho. The cover is a before-and-after of Founders’ Grove, which is ,7/ NATURE CENTER

a portion of our trail that was planted in honor of our founders, B.B. \/-\
Stamats & Jean O’Donnell. The area suffered significant damage in

the derecho, but will be restored with a new trail in 2021. 5300 Otis Road SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

Indian Creek Nature Center is lowa’s first and only independently
owned and operated nonprofit nature center. ICNC's mission is
to promote a sustainable future by nurturing individuals through
environmental education, providing leadership in land protection
and restoration, and encouraging responsible interaction with
nature. We create #championsofnature, and we hope you'll join
us in fostering environmental stewards who are passionate about
nature and will protect it into the future,




