
What is “Wild in the Classroom”?    
“Wild in the Classroom” is a project sponsored by Indian Creek Nature Center and 
The Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation to provide resource materials to 
area teachers and encourage students to become personally involved with nature and 
its wonders.  
 
Indian Creek Nature Center has created three exciting new “Wild in the Classroom” 
Treasure Chests of program materials for teachers to use in their classrooms.  Each 
treasure chest comes with activities, props, games, background information, books, 
videos, and a tabletop informational display.  There are materials appropriate for 
various grades.  “Wild in the Classroom” Treasure Chest topics include: 
 

                                                           Honeybees and Native Pollinators 
                                                                        Backyard Wildlife 
                                      Our Tallgrass Heritage: Iowa’s Historic Native Landscape 
                                                                                       �

319-362-0664 

“W ILD  IN  THE  CLASSROOM” T REASURE CHESTS 

6665 Ot is Road SE 

Bring your unit on honeybees or insects buzzing to life by 
including this Treasure Chest in your classroom activities. 
Materials appropriate for K-6th.  
 

Inventory of Honeybees and Native Pollinators 
includes:  Large (13 x 18 inches) photo cards of queen 
bees, workers, drones, the hive and bee activities within the 
hive. Interpretive information is on the back of each photo; 
display of actual queen bee, worker, drone, types of 
honeycomb and queen cell; books: Bees! by Elizabeth 
Winchester; Bee by Karen Hartley and Chris Macro; 
Hooray for Beekeeping by Bobbie Kalman; The Bee by 
Paul Starosta; The Life Cycle of a Honey Bee by Bobbie 
Kalman; Bumblebee at Apple Tree Lane by Laura Gates 
Galvin; and Buzzing Bumblebees by Joelle Riley.  
 

Curriculum Includes:  Curriculum Guide for K-3rd: 
Contains background information, honeybee finger plays 
and poems, group bee games, bee puppets, bee crafts, 
pollination craft, bee dance activities, snack ideas. 
Curriculum Guide for Grades 4th-6th: The Honey Files: A 
Bee’s Life. 
 

Video:  A Bee’s Life (20 minutes). 
    
Table Top Display:  Native Pollinators and Ways to Help 
Them. This display includes many pollinating insects and 
animals.  Simple ways to encourage pollinators are 
demonstrated.    

Visit by a Naturalist Beekeeper:  An ICNC naturalist 
will visit your classroom for a ½-hour program on 
beekeeping.  The naturalist will bring a beehive and 
beekeeper’s equipment and clothing, and will discuss the 
activities of a beekeeper throughout the year.  The hive 
and beekeeping items can be left in the classroom for 
students to use.  
 

We encourage a visit to Indian Creek Nature Center in the 
spring or fall to 
visit our apiary 
and view the 
indoor 
observation 
beehive.  Students 
can observe 
honeybees behind 
glass as the 
insects go about 
their usual 
activities within 
an actual hive.  
Observe bees 

bringing pollen back to the hive, communicating with 
dances and fanning cells.  Discover the queen and identify 
drones and workers.  Peek into our outdoor bee tree; visit 
the apiary and the honey house.  Search for pollinating 
insects among the prairie flowers and herb gardens.  

“H ONEYBEES & NATIVE  POLLINATORS ” T REASURE CHEST 
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The “Backyard Wildlife” Treasure Chest includes activities and materials to support classroom curricula that explore 
nature in urban environments such as the backyard, schoolyard, or neighborhood park.  Materials appropriate for K-3rd.  
 
Inventory of “Backyard Wildlife” includes the follo wing books:  Dream Weaver by Jonathan London (spiders);  A 
House Spider’s Life, A Slug’s Life,  An Earthworm’s Life, A Pillbug’s Life, and A Dandelion’s Life,  all by John 
Himmelman; One Small Square Backyard by Donald Silver, Critters of Iowa;  Urban Wildlife, a Peterson First Guide; 
and Birds, a Peterson First Guide. 
 
Curriculum Includes:   Ant Homes Under the Ground (science and math activities for young 
children), Tree Homes (teacher’s guide), All About Iowa Birds (teacher’s guide developed by 
Iowa naturalists), games, crafts and activities that Indian Creek Nature Center naturalists love. 
 
Videos:  The Incredible Ant (25 minutes); On the Wings of the Monarch (45 minutes). 
 
Other Materials:  Feather collection; butterfly, ladybug, and ant life cycle models; 12 color 
life-size bird plaques; “Right Before Your Eyes”; mini-posters on backyard animals; a backyard 
insect collection; rubber insect stampers; “Identiflyer” audio bird song player featuring 
“Backyard Birds”; 2-two way viewers for close looks at leaves, bugs, etc. 
 
Tabletop Display: “Your Backyard Wildlife Habitat.”   The display shows how to attract 
butterflies, insects, birds, and small mammals to create a backyard habitat. 
 
A Visit by a Naturalist:  A Nature Center naturalist will visit your classroom to lead a program 
entitled “Who Lives in Your Neighborhood.”  The naturalist will bring taxidermied urban wildlife such as a raccoon, bat, 
or opossum, and other props to discuss the natural history of urban critters.      
 
We encourage you to visit the Nature Center to find insects, observe birds, learn about trees, and enjoy a hiking 
experience through the Nature Center’s woods and meadows.  The Nature Center has bat houses, bird houses, and 
butterfly habitats. Native plants are used to landscape for wildlife.  

Books:  Iowa’s Prairies by Iowa 
Association of Naturalists; 
Where the Sky Began by John 
Madson; If You are Not from the 
Prairie by David Bouchard; A 
Walk in the Prairie by Rebecca 
L. Johnson; Seasons of the 

Tallgrass Prairie by Carol Lerner; A Country So Full of 
Game: The Story of Wildlife in Iowa by James J. 
Dinsmore.  
 
Video:  America’s Lost Landscape:  The Tallgrass Prairie 
(45 minutes).  Produced by Darryl Smith, University of 
Northern Iowa. 
 
Tabletop Display:  Display features a map of Cedar 
Rapids in the 1850s showing the areas that were prairie, 
woods, marshes or savannas.  It is overlaid with present-
day streets, allowing students to determine the historic 

Iowa’s early settlement history 
will come to life when you take 
a close look at Cedar Rapids 
and Linn County’s  pre-
settlement landscape and the 
changes European settlement 
brought.  Discover what your 
neighborhood looked like in 1850.  Examine the unique 
prairie plants and learn what it was like to be a sod buster.  
Materials appropriate for 4th-6th grades.   
 
Inventory of  “Our Tallgrass Heritage”:   Posters of 
prairie plants and animals; selections from pioneer diaries 
and journals of early Iowa settlers; photos and journal 
entries describing prairie fires; a special “Bison-The Prairie 
General Store” activity; and pioneer toys and games.  
 
Curriculum:  Selected activities from Project Bluestem: A 
Curriculum on Prairies and Savannas. 

“O UR TALLGRASS  HERITAGE ” T REASURE CHEST: 
IOWA ’S HISTORIC  NATIVE  LANDSCAPE 

BACKYARD  WILDLIFE  TREASURE CHEST “B ACKYARD  WILDLIFE ” T REASURE CHEST 
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habitat of their neighborhood, school and other Cedar Rapids landmarks.  Photos of the different vegetation types help 
the student to interpret the map. A map of Iowa’s prairie and woodland areas today compares to presettlement 
conditions.  A diagram of prairie roots explains soil formation and links our prairie heritage to today’s farm economy. 
 
A Visit to Indian Creek Nature Center:  Experience walking through the tallgrass prairie as you discover its wonderful 
diversity of plant and animal life.  Learn about the mammals and insects of this unique landscape that is North America’s 
most endangered ecosystem.  Participate in a prairie seed collection (fall only).  Visit a Native American campsite area 
and use some of the tools they left behind, which tell the story of Native American life. 

Call 319-362-0664 to reserve a Treasure Chest.   Treasure Chests may be reserved for three weeks.  The cost is $75 
and includes a visit or program by our naturalist at your school.  If you wish, you may schedule a program at the time 
you make your reservation. 
 
A $50 deposit check must be delivered when picking up your Treasure Chest. Your deposit check will be returned to 
you upon return of all items in the Treasure Chest.  

. . . “OUR TALLGRASS  HERITAGE ” continued 

Indian Creek Nature Center, a non-profit environmental education facility, provides a variety of outdoor 
education experiences for all ages.  The 210-acre preserve bordered by Indian Creek and the Cedar 
River provides a refuge for wildlife and offers a unique glimpse into Iowa’s past.  Restored oak-hickory 
savanna and tallgrass prairies allow you to experience Iowa’s pre-settlement landscapes. 

 
Indian Creek Nature Center was founded in 1973.  The interpretive center, a renovated 1932 dairy barn, 
houses an indoor observation honeybee hive and habitat exhibits.  Surrounding grounds contain a 
Vermont-style maple sugar house which operates in March, an herb garden, apiary, pond, prairie and 
solar-powered electric system and display. 

 
We are open Monday-Friday, 9 AM to 4 PM.  Call for Saturday hours. 

Please stop in and visit! 

MORE ABOUT  INDIAN  CREEK  NATURE  CENTER 

HOW TO RESERVE A 
“W ILD  IN  THE  CLASSROOM” T REASURE CHEST 
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6665 Otis Road SE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa  52403-7134 
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Open cautiously! 
There’s something wild inside for your class! 


