
Kindergar ten - Second Grade 
Discover Your Wild Wor ld 

Programs held from 1:00 – 3:15 PM. 
Students will use their senses to observe and        
explore the natural world.  We will cover  
basic concepts and may collect creatures to 
study briefly.  Students wil l experience and 
appreciate the wonders of nature. 
Parent Open House September 8th at ICNC. 
 

September 15, 2005: Water Creatures 
How they live in water. Properties of water.  

Wetland exploration and collection. 
 

October 6, 2005: Fall Changes 
Animal hibernation & plant dormancy. 

Bird migration, insect adaptations. 
 

November 3, 2005: Unusual Animals 
Opossums, owls, & more. Strange facts. 

Homes, habits, & li fe cycles. 
 

December 8, 2005: Winter Trees 
Tree features & importance. 

Kinds of forests. Woodland animals. 
 

January 5, 2006: Wings & Things 
What makes a bird? Backyard birds. 

Feathers. Special bird features. 
 

February 2, 2006: Furr y Fr iends 
Mammal features. Winter survival. 

Tracks & homes. 
 

Apr il 6, 2006: Spr ing Bloomers 
Spring flowers & adaptations. 

Seasonal changes. 
 

May 11, 2006: Tadpole Tales 
Frogs & toads. Reptiles. 

Life cycles. Sounds. 

Third - Fifth Grade 
Explore Your Wild Wor ld 

Programs held from 1:00 – 3:15 PM. 
Exploration and experimentation will be our 
focus. An introduction to each topic will l ead 
into hands-on activities and use of science 
tools. Much time will be spent outside in 
prairie, woodland, and wetland habitats. 
Parent Open House September 8th at ICNC. 
 

September 22, 2005: Watery Wor lds 
Wetlands & creatures found there. 

Importance. Water plants. 
 

October 13, 2005: Tallgrass Prair ie 
Prairie formation. Pioneer history. 

Prairie ecosystem. Fire. 
 

November 10, 2005: Water Conservation 
Water cycle. Watersheds & impacts. 

Pollution pathways & solutions. 
 

December 15, 2005: Mosses & Mushrooms 
Mosses & liverworts. Ferns & alli es. Lichens. 

Non-flowering plant features. Fungi. 
 

January 12, 2006: Birds 
Bird features & adaptations. 
Feathers. Nests. Migration.  

 
February 9, 2006: Marvelous Mammals 
Features & adaptations. Types. Human use. 

Teeth & skulls. Winter survival. Tracks. 
 

Apr il 13, 2006: Flowering Plants 
 Flower parts & adaptations. 

Polli nation. Importance & uses. 
 

May 18, 2006: Woodlands 
Tree features. Forest communities. 
Importance & problems. Savanna. 

Sixth Grade & Up 
Understand Your Wild Wor ld 

Programs held from 1:00 – 3:15 PM. 
This series for older students will focus on 
environmental issues, technology used in 
natural resources, and becoming responsible 
protectors of the environment. Outside experts 
and off -site field trips will be utili zed.   
Parent Open House September 8th at ICNC. 
 

September 29, 2005: Aquatic Ecology 
Water cycle & watershed impacts. Wetlands. 

Invertebrates. Water quality testing. 
 

October 20, 2005: Outdoor Skill s 
Survival basics. Map & compass use. 

Fire building. Outdoor ethics. 
 

November 17, 2005: Energy Conservation  
Reduce-Reuse-Recycle. Alternative energy. 

Conservation options & methods. 
 

December 15, 2005: GPS Or ienteering  
Map review. GPS technology.  

Geocache hunt. 
 

January 19, 2006: Birdwatching 
Bird features. Role in nature. Populations. 
Raptors. Migration. Calls. Conservation. 

 
February 16, 2006: Waste Management 

Speed of decomposition. Compost. 
Landfill purpose & process. 

 
Apr il 20, 2006: Woodland Ecology 

Trees & woodlands. Impacts. 
Forest restoration & management. 

 
May 25, 2006: Fish Ecology 
Fish features. Human uses. 

Life cycle. Fisheries industry. 



Description 
Indian Creek Nature Center offers three separate  
series of nature programs for home school students 
of different grade levels.  Each session includes 
background information and hands-on study of a 
topic, followed by field experience on Nature 
Center grounds or in nearby locations.  Students 
may explore habitats, observe animals or plants, 
collect insects or aquatic creatures, take 
measurements, or li sten to stories about the history 
of an area. They will l earn about natural cycles and 
the relationships among li ving things as they 
interact with nature and each other.  
 
All programs will be held on THURSDAYS 
from 1:00 ± 3:15 PM.   
 
Parent Open House September 8th at ICNC. 

4:30 ± 6:30 p.m. 
Ask questions and register your student(s). 

 
REGISTRATION  

*Students may register for a single session or 
multiple programs. However, they MUST be 
registered at least one week in advance to 
attend a program. Once registered, famili es will 
be sent more information, directions to the nature 
center, and a health/emergency contact form.  
PARENTS: Please mail the health form to the  
Nature Center before your child’s first class. 
 

Call 319-362-0664 with student information 
or download the form from our website. 
Fee for entire series: $60.00 for ICNC 
members, $90.00 for nonmembers. 
Fee for individual classes: $8.00 for  
members, $12.00 for nonmembers. 
 
ICNC Membership:  $40.00 per family OR 
 $25.00 per student. 
 
Questions? Call Christine or Jan (362-0664). 
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Purpose 
To introduce home school students to basic 
principles of biology and ecology while 
nurturing  an appreciation and understanding 
of the natural world.  Students will become 
more famili ar with native plants and animals 
and their relationships, as well as how humans 
affect the environment. 

 
6665 Otis Rd. SE  

Cedar Rapids, IA 52403 
Phone:  (319) 362-0664 
Fax:  (319) 362-2876 

Email :  NatureCenter@aol.com  
www.indiancreeknaturecenter.org 
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